
August 26, 19% 

Dr. Lloyd Berkner 
Associated Unfvorsltles, Inc. 
Suite 1750, Col treum Tower 
IO Columbus Circle 
Hew York 19, Hew York 

Dear Dr. Berkner: 

Thank you for the copfes of your letters dated I7 August addressed 
to Dr. Thomas Francls and Dr. Hugh Ddlshaw respectively. 

I am particularly pIeased at Francis’ enlistment especially 
in relation to the long-range problem of back contamlnatton. 

As to Becker’s statement, when l first read this myself I had 
to bel leve that “reIat1ons with extraterrestrtsl I Ife” had to do 
wfth the posslbllfty of inte111gent life and should have no bearing 
on Issues connected with brologtcal research. If there Is any doubt 
about this then of course wa must make every effort to apprlse the 
State Department people of the scfentlflc tmpltcatlons. 

On the whole lt seems to me very nearly futlle to attempt to 
conserve scientific obJecttves through polittcal negotiation. I 
don’t have the optlmlsm In me to bel Ievu that we and the Russlsns 
could negotiate a formal agrewnt whfch by the ret&test tcRpllcatton 
could place any restraint on the pursuance of space programs. On 
these premrses it may be Just as well If contamrnatlon probtsrrs are 
left out of polftfcal negotlatrons at the United lfatrons level. Of 
course they have to be stressed In sctentlflc contacts for example 
Cospar. In any case I would share your concern to know the reasons 
that would underlie the formulation of Becker’s quoted posltlon. 
It Is hard for hn to believe that any offtclal policy In thfs area 
could have been formulated without consul tatlon with the groups on 
which you are represented. 

Yours s t ncerel y, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Genetlcs 


